
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-4 

A RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 

VILLAGE OF KEY BISCAYNE, FLORIDA, URGING 

CONCERTED LOCAL ACTIONS TO TAKE STEPS 

NECESSARY TO RETAIN THE NOAA FISHERIES 

HEADQUARTERS ON VIRGINIA KEY; PROVIDING FOR 

TRANS MITT AL; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

WHEREAS, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ("NOAA") conducts 

atmospheric, marine and fisheries-related scientific operations at two NOAA facilities 

headquartered in Virginia Key; and 

WHEREAS, one of NOAA's Virginia Key facilities, the Southeast Fisheries Science 

Center ("SEFSC"), is responsible for scientific research on living marine resources that occupy 

marine and estuarine habits of the continental southeastern United States, as well as Puerto Rico 

and the U.S. Virgin Islands; and 

WHEREAS, SEFSC is one of the six national marine fishery science centers responsible 

for federal marine fishery research programs and is the primary provider of research on fisheries 

and habitats for Biscayne National Park and Florida Keys Marine Sanctuary; and 

WHEREAS, the annual total budget for SEFSC Miami lab ranges between $15,000,000 

to $17,000,000, the bulk of which supports salaries for about 170 masters and Ph.D. level 

scientists and the coral reefs in south Florida that SEFSC Miami lab works to protect have an 

estimated asset value of over $4.4 billion and are directly associated with over 70,000 part-time 

and full-time jobs in the area; and 

WHEREAS, NOAA operations at Virginia Key are performed in concert with research 

and teaching functions at the University of Miami's Rosenstiel School of Marine and 








